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Summary 


This report presents an updated listing of new housing 
production in Boston since 1970. The purpose is to provide 
a picture of past and possible future housing development 
in the City. This is the fourth such listing that has been 
published; and it is anticipated at this point that such a 
document will appear semi-annually. It includes a detailed 
listing of individual housing developments constructed in 
the past five years or now under construction, as well as 
developments now being planned for the future. Future hous- 
ing developments are grouped into three categories - planned, 
proposed, and tentative: 


Planned: If a building permit has been ISSUED, or an 
FHA or MHFA application approved, a building is listed as 
planned. 


Proposed: A building is considered proposed when a 
building permit application is PENDING, or when an agency 
(FHA, MHFA, BRA) has received an application or formal 
proposal. 


Tentative: This category includes everything else 
that has been mentioned anywhere as a relatively serious 
prospect for residential development. The development is 
listed as tentative if it does not fit into any of the other 
categories. 


From 1960 to the present 31,007 dwelling units have 
been completed, an average annual rate of 1,938 units per 
year. Forty-three and a half percent (13,485 units) received 
some form of mortgage subsidy, and the remaining 56.5 per- 
cent (17,522 units) were non-subsidized construction. * 


* In this report, mortgage financing types have been 
grouped in two broad categories, subsidized and non-subsidized. 
Subsidized contains two sub categories: public housing, referrin 
only to those developments administered directly by the Boston 
Housing Authority; and subsidized moderate income housing which is 
cludes the following types of mortgages: FHA 221(d) (3) BMIR, FHA 
fee, LmMfill 221(d)(3) BMIR, MHFA, FHA 232, and HAA 202. Under 
private the two sub-categories are non-subsidized FHA which consis 
of FHA 220, FHA 207, and FHA 221 Market Rate (MR) mortgages, and 
private which refers to everything else. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2012 with funding from 
Boston Public Library 


htto://(www.archive.org/details/newhousingproducO0bost 


There are presently 2,124 units under construction (944 sub- 
sidized and 1,180 privately financed). One interesting point 

is the shift which has occurred in recent years towards greater 
dependence on public subsidies for housing construction. [In 

the decade of the sixties 75.2 percent of all housing constructio 
was for new construction by the private sector. In the seventies 
the percentage has reversed with 78.2 percent now financed by 

the public sector and 21.8 percent by the private. (See 

Table 1 and Chart 1.) 


Currently, 20,832 units are at various stages in the 
development pipeline: 3,039 units (14.6%) are planned, 4,811 
units (23.1%) are proposed, and 12,982 units (62.3%) are tenta- 
tive. Of this future group, 8,859 units (42.5%) will be 
privately financed, and the balance of 11,973 units (57.5%) 
will receive some form of mortgage subsidy. 


One of the purposes of this list is to better describe 
Boston's potential housing supply in terms of "where, when, 
and how much", with the idea that such a list may be helpful 
in setting priorities and thus become a management tool 
within the BRA. As a consequence, estimated initial con- 
struction dates have been inserted wherever possible. At 
this stage many of these dates are still preliminary, and 
much of the information is not filled in yet. One of the 
purposes of distributing this list is to begin to refine 
these estimates and understand their consequences. 


The material which follows consists first of a set of 
citywide summary tables of housing production for each of 
the BRA planning districts, and second, a listing of indi- 
vidual housing developments by planning districts.* 


Requests for additional information should be directed 
to Chris Carlaw, Research Department, Boston Redevelopment 
Authority, 722-4300, extension 373. 


* The individual housing developments are coded (I.D. NO.) 
by their 1970 census tract and block numbers, for precise 
location. 
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Table 1 


ANNUAL HOUSING PRODUCTION, BY TYPE OF FINANCING, * 
CITY OF BOSTON, 1960 TO PRESENT 


Dwelling Units Completed | 


Publicly Assisted Publicly Assisted 
Boston Housing Sec.236/ Sub- As a Percentage 

‘ Authority MHFA Total Private Total of Total 

- - - 245 245 0.0% 

- 108 108 789 897 te uO 

560 257 817 616 1,433 57.0 

82 120 202 914 Lethe 16.4 

- 82 82 2,002 2,084 a.9 

~ 388 388 3,637 4,025 9.6 

64 ~ 64 2,375 2,439 2.6 

- 2,284 2,284 1,883 4,167 54.8 

186 274 460 L, 706 2,166 re ay: 

104 497 601 989 1,590 37.8 
i-Total 
10-69 996 4,010 5,006 15, 156 20,162 24.8 

208 1,365 ge ie 915 2,488 63.52 

- 917 917 655 Leora 58.3 

252 734 986 182 1,168 84.4 

863 2,150 2,013 402 3,415 88.2 

537 695 E,noe 73 £305 94.4 

a21 437 73n: 139 897 84.5 
I-Total 
[O-75 2,181 6,298 8,479 2,366 10,845 7aue2 
75 Bek l 7 10,308 13,485 Li,s22 31,007 43.5 
truction 110 834 944 1,280 2,124 44.4 

ed** 67 2,750 2,817 2228 3,033 9207 

osed** 96 2,522 2,618 2,293 4,811 54.4 
ative** 225 6,213 6,538 6,444 12,982 50.4 


| * This list includes both new construction and conversions from non- 
dential use. "Publicly assisted" units are those constructed under any 
ihe public housing or interest subsidy programs. 

| ** The various stages of development "certainty" are indicated by the 
owing definitions of the categories of future development: 

Planned: If a building permit has been ISSUED, or an FHA or MHFA 
application approved, a building is listed as planned. 

Proposed: A building is considered proposed when a building permit 
application is PENDING, or when an agency (FHA,MHFA,BRA) has receivec 
an application or formal proposal. 

Tentative: This category includes everything else that has been men- 
tioned anywhere as a relatively serious prospect for residential 
development. The development is listed as tentative if it does not 
fit into any of the other categories. 
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ACCORRESS 


25070 YELLOW 

25073 BLACK 
25072 LIGHT GLUE 

25073 DARK BLUE 

25074 LIGHT GRAY = 
25076 LIGHT GREEN 
25076 DARK GREEN 

25077 TANGERINE 

25078 REC 

25079 EXECUTIVE REO 
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ACCO INTERNATIONAL INC 
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